THE DUNLAP FAMILY 

of 

Rockbridge County. Virginia; Monroe County 
Virginia (West Virginia), and Kanawha County’ 

West Virginia 

By Uie Rev. J. Arthur Hanna 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The name Dunlap (Dunlop). The surname Dunlap j 
Scottish. 1 It is a well-known Ayrshire name having its orizh! 
from the lands of Dunlop in the district of Cunningham, south 
west Scotland. The first record of the surname appears in 1260 
when Lord William Dunlop (Dominus Willelmus de Dunloop 
was recorded as a witness to an indenture between Godfrey d 
Ross and the burgesses of Irvine. The name is derived fromto 
Gaelic words, "dun,” which means “hill fort” or “strong D i ac - " 
and "luib,” which means a “bend.” The Gaelic “dun” is ak’n 
found m the Welsh language as “din,” in Gallic as “dunon ” 
and the Latinised form is “dunum,” and it is kin to the Anelo- 
S«on suffix “don,” and “tun,” from which our word "town”S 
derned. The Dunlaps were Celts.* 
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rV ) John (dr. 1407), John (1450), Constantine it a - i 
thall 1483; died 1505), Alexander (cir. 1476) J n hl L ^ d 
render (cir. ,.-,09). James <dr. 1547), A^e" & 

' James (1596), James (cir. 1617), James (cir. 1634) a ’ d 
if vandc. (Cir. 1670) • Alexander Dunlop held the lands of 

nunloP from 1670 Unti ‘ 1683 When he went over to Ulster 
(forth Ireland). He was a Covenanter and a champion of 

^ sb yterianism. He was a son of James and Elisabeth Cun- 
jngham Dunlop; James was an outstanding leader of the 
Covenanters also, and it was he who built the aisle of the 
Church at Dunlop. His initials and those of his beloved wife, 
with the likenesses of their faces, are included in the orna¬ 
mental work of the aisle gable. 7 Alexander Dunlop married 
Antonia Brown and had among many others Captain Alex¬ 
ander Dunlop (1716-1744) who came to the Valley of Virginia 
before 1730 with his brothers and sisters. Alexander Dunlop, 
father of Captain Dunlop, served as a soldier at the Siege of 
Londonderry, Ulster, 1689, against the Roman Catholic forces 
of King James II (1685-1689) of England. 


I 

DUNLAPS IN THE VALLEY OF VIRGINIA 
CAPTAIN ALEXANDER DUNLOP (1716-1744), HIS SONS, 
AND SISTER, MARY ELISABETH DUNLAP 
OF SENECA TRAIL FAME 

T.-.o Scottish-British-American ancestor of the Virginia Dun- 
was Captain Alexander Dunlop, a Captain of the Horse, 
. came from Scotland by way of Ulster with his many 
■ t and his famous sister, Mary Elisabeth Dunlap, who 
~«m tinned as a heroine in the Seneca Trail.* This family, 
1 • with numerous Scotch and Scotch-Irish settlers, settled 
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in Augusta County (now Rockbridge and Augusta, etc.), Vir- 
giniii. near Calfpasture. It was the Captain who built and at 
one time owned Goshen. Some of his known kinsmen were: 
Captain James Dunlap, William Dunlap, and Hugh Dunlap. 
Hugh Dunlap settled in Knoxville, Tennessee, and had two 
illustrious sons: General Richard G. Dunlap (1775-1859), who 
was Secretary of War in the Texas Republic, and William 
Claiborne Dunlap, a brilliant statesman.” 

Captain Dunlop married Elisabeth Anne MacFarlane (1715- 
1786) in 1737, who was born in Scotland, and was a daughter 
of Caleb MacFarlane, the Chief of the Clan MacFarlane, whose 
lands near Loch Lomond were proscribed before 1720. 10 To this 
union we have a record of four children, three sons and one 
daughter: (1) John Dunlap (1738-1804), (2) Ensign Robert 
Dunlap (1740-1781), (3) Colonel Alexander Dunlap (1743- 
1828), and (4) Elisabeth Anne MacFarlane Dunlap (1744-) 


1. John Dunlap (1738-1804). He married in 1761 Anne Clark 
daughter of James and Elisabeth MacCutcheon Clark of 
Augusta County, Virginia, a relative of General George Rogers 
Clark. His Will is dated February 25, 1804, recoiled April 3 
1804. Anne Clark Dunlap’s Will is dated May 19, 1808 recorded 
Apnl 3, 1809. He served as a private in Captain John Peyton 
arnsons Company, Colonel Alexander Spotswood 2nd Vir- 
gmian Regiment 1777-1779. Descendants of this particular 
nuly may be found in Virginia, West Virginia Kentucky 
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mttU* of Guilford Court House after refusing 
sl« in “ ‘"m retreat, January 23, 1781.'= His Will was filed 
So- in Rockbridge County, Virginia. It was dated 

M»rrh 5. I7 ”' . His Widow married, February 3, 1785, James 
, # „u«ry »■ * “ fridge County, Virginia. He lived at Aspen 
Cl>u rs«y in 1 the place he built. Ensign Robert and Mary 
Gr o\*c. virgl, j l \ the following children: (1) The Honourable 
Ga y Dunlap 11 ^ (1764-1841) who married Jane Alexander; 

Alexander ^ (1765 _i814) who married in 1788 David 

(2) Ann*-' a son 0 f John and Jane Logan MacKee; 

MacKce Dunlap (1767-1834), also of “Aspen Grove,” 

( 3 ) M3J 01 Flisa beth Coursey, a daughter of Captain James 

tt ho marri virginia; (4) Robert Dunlap (1773- 

Coursey ° , ^ 1793 Martha Graham, a daughter of John 

l 858 if Vh tha Patton Graham descended from the Earl of Mont- 
30(1 Preston Clan Graham, Scotland ; 13 (5) Margaret Dun- 
*** °, r 3 ^^ William Dennison and removed to Missouri; 

T?hn Dunlap who married Mary Hickman and organized 
' ' L, Temperance Society in the Valley o£ Virginia; (7) 
“ Dunlap (1779-1860) who married Samuel MacCutcheon, 
•Iffounder of the Lebanon Presbyterian Church in Rockbridge 

County, Virginia. 


3 Colonel Alexander Dunlap (1743-1828). He was bom in 
Rockbridge County, Virginia, and in 1768 married Agnes Gay 
174 .MJJ X). a daughter of James and Jean Warwick Gay, 
granddaughter of Rev. William Gay of Belfast, Ulster. He was 
four. ,jer of the Pisgah Presbyterian Church and the Pisgah 
A.*awhich later became Transylvania University, Ken- 
. * i U- built Clover Lick Fort, Virginia, and served as a 

private in Colonel Patterson Bell’s Regiment, 5th Company, 
JV.uhon, Cheater County Militia, 1778. Colonel Dunlap 
: uM n U r* Red Oak Presbyterian Cemetery near George- 

- »• Ripley. Ohio (Rev. James Edgar Tweddle is Stated 

'-V&V U.< Urd Oak Church, iince 1947). Colonel Alex- 

- » *4 Gey Dunlap had the following children: (1) 

l J*m*» Dunlap (1709-1(121) who married in 1797 Elisa- 
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„ „ dnuchtor of John and Mary Moore Stevenson, 
beth Stevenson, a B ^ Martha Warwick Stevenson of 
granddaughter 1 R ;l4 ( 2 ) Anne Dunlap (1770-1858) who 

UCl “^ Wiinam Kmkead (1769-1855), son of Captain William 
“J^anor Sy Kinkead of Woodford County, Kentucky; 
£? William Dunlap (1772-1849) who marned in 1797 Mary 
•» h ~d- (4) Polly Dunlap who married James Stevenson, J r ., 

a clerk in Woodford County, Kentucky; (5) Agnes Dunlap who 
Jrried ^ 1801 Dr. Alexander Campbell of Winchester, Vir- 
-inia a son of Alexander and Joanna Nelson Campbell; 1 ’ (6) 
Sarah Dunlap who married in 1811 Thomas Dickings (1788- 
1860) a son of Thomas Dickings, Sr., of Princess Anne County, 
Virginia; (7) Robert Dunlap; (8) Margaret Dunlap who mar¬ 
ried Rev. Samuel Thornton Scott, D.D.; 39 (9) Colonel Alex¬ 
ander Dunlap (1785-1844) who married Mary Caldwell in 1811, 
a daughter of George Caldwell, and a relative to John Caldwell 
Calhoun, the famous Southern statesman. 

4. Elisabeth Anne MacFarlane Dunlap (1744-). Not much 
is known of her. She married, first, William Warwick and they 
lived in Pennsylvania. After Mr. Warwick’s death she married 
.Andrew Sittlinger of Pennsylvania. 


DUNLAPS REMOVE (IN PART) TO MONROE COUNTY 
VIRGINIA (WEST VIRGINIA) 

The Honourable Alexander Dunlap (1764-1841) of Monroe 
County. Virginia, was the first child of Ensign Robert and 

f, Rockbrid « e Count y. Virginia. He mar- 

J.-'« ,^^ le “ n , d "o (b ° rn 1775K 3 dau Kh.or of Captam 
14) and Isabella Erskine Alexander, Jr.*' The 
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yUexandM* and the Erskines were descended from ancient 
Scottish families. Captain James Alexander, Jr. was the son 
,.f Capt« ln J ames Alexander, Sr. (died 1778), an officer in the 
Old French-Indian War. The Alexander family has given many 
notable clergymen to the Southern Presbyterian Church as well 
ns the Dunlaps." Captain James Alexander, Jr. saw service 
ut the Battle of Point Pleasant, October 14, 1774. 

Hon. Alexander Dunlap served his county of Monroe vigor¬ 
ously. He was interested in local and state government, in 
education." He served as a delegate from Monroe County to 
the Virginia Assembly 1823-1826, and again from 1826 until 
1827 He also served as an Ensign in the Militia System of 
Colonial Virginia under J. Byrnside in 1799. 21 He was a sheriff 
in 1818.” 

The Honourable Alexander and Jane Alexander Dunlap had 
the following children: (1) Robert A. Dunlap (1796-1823) who 
married in 1823 Rebecca Pack; (2) Isabella Dunlap (1798-1862) 
who married in 1821 James M. Haynes; (3) James A. Dunlap 
(1799-1840) who married in 1831 Frances MacElheny; (4) Addi¬ 
son Dunlap (1801-1870) who married in 1831 Elisabeth Johnson, 
second, 1834, Clara Petrie; (5) Benjamin G. Dunlap (1806- 
1884) who married Rebecca Larew; (6) Adaline Dunlap (1808- 
1828) who married John Vawter; (7) Alexander Dunlap, Jr. 
i.' 812-1853) who married in 1838 Ann Shanklin, a daughter of 
Robert and Polly Stukey Shanklin; 23 (8) Mary P. Dunlap 
(1816-1882) who married a cousin, Rev. Mitchell G. Dunlap 
(1809-1891), in 1843, a Southern Presbyterian clergyman; (9) 
E b« *.h Jane Dunlap (1810 or 1812-1882) who married a cou- 
n. 1826 Frank G. Dunlap of Monroe County, Virginia. 24 
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grandsons of the Honourable Alexander 
*!” ‘ h h T fo f the Southern Cause (1861-1865). Charles 
H U n* P !«u < ’(1819 h l , )04). the son of Addison and Clara Petrie 
unt 'liSa S nates in 1862. He was a 2nd Ser- 
eeanMn Thurmond’s Rangers. Later he served in Lowry's 
Buttery as a 3rd Lieutenant in June of 1861. The company was 
attached to the 13th Battalion of Light Artillery and it was 
disbanded at Christiansburg a few days later after the sur- 
render of General Robert Edward Lee, April of 1865. Mr. 
Dunlap also served as a Deacon in the Centreville Presbyterian 
Church from 1889 to 1904. 


Addison Dunlap, Jr., the brother of Charles H., was also a 
Southern soldier serving in the Thurmond’s Rangers. He mar¬ 
ried in 1874 Julia Blair and settled in Texas. 


Henry Dunlap (1848-1915), the son of Alexander Dunlap, Jr., 
and Mary Shanklin Dunlap, served as a Southern soldier in 
Bryans Battery of Pulaski County, Virginia. He married, first, 
Amelia Margaret Humphreys of Monroe County, Virginia; he 
married, second, after her death, Margaret E. Nicholson. 


Ill 

DUNLAPS IN THE KANAWHA VALLEY, 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Many of the Dunlaps remained in Monroe County, Virgini; 
(mw Virginia) and they are represented by Ed wan 

? UnUp 0t Grwnvill e. West Virginia, and'by other 
of.** Dunlap name. Many of an earlier Dunlap family brand 
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B«tWW'n the states, meir only son was Franklin France n 
up (1837-1891) a successful farmer and real estate ? ^ nn - 
the 1 -oudon District of Kanawha County. He married 
Sarah Davis (1837-1908), n daughter of Rev. L. Thomas t^ 859 
(1798-1878), one of the sons of the first settler near CharlJT 8 
and who nt one time owned nearly 3,000 acres of land and ea 
his name to Davis Creek. Rev. Davis was of Welsh descent- he 
married Sarah Means, the daughter of Hugh and Sarah Snod¬ 
grass Means, Jr., early Scotch settlers in Botetourt Countv 
Virginia.” y ’ 


Franklin F. and Sarah Davis Dunlap had nine children- 
(1) Peter Cartwright Dunlap (1863-1935) who married Sama- 
tha Kinder and to this union eleven children were born; (2) 
Emma Dunlap (1865-1921) who married Leonard Holstein and 
to this union were born four children; (3) Robert S. Dunlap 
(1867-1927) who married in 1892 Mary E. Stone and to this 
uni n one son, Marcus Talmadge Dunlap, Tad, West Virginia, 
was born; :e (4) Stanhope F. Dunlap (1869-); (5) Andrew 
Jackson Dunlap (1871-1908) who married Nettie Midkiff and 
to this union seven children were born; (6) Rome Ervin Dun- 
la;: (1373-) who married Lydia Angel and to whom were bom 
: re children; (7) Golden Hansford Dunlap (1877-1951) who 
married Margaret Catherine Means to whom eleven children 
were t*>rn. (8) Alice Catherine Dunlap (1879-) who married 
■i . - r*. .V.irtin of Charleston; (9) James Brady Dunlap (1882- 
who married in 1900 Margie Childress, daughter of 
- !.«-*• and Elisabeth Ann Pauley Childress, to whom four 

children were bom. 


S:t*r.£c but true, the Dunlaps of this particular connexion. 
1* of S uth- rn heritage, always remained staunch Re- 
Jdomt of the family and their ofT-spring are mem- 
• r * * tJ* «• )<!<'ThodUt Episcopal Church in the Kanawha \ alley; 

la Mantoc County and in Virginia they are Presbvte- 
* - UJ t« ~ncl of Ihii prolific family have been greatly 
ft < .<«,.§ b. (knrrtl Robert Edward 1 ** (1807-1870) and 
• ».’t t-.jti.cNj tuf (hit great Iretrl 
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h.ldn - ” of Marietta, Ohio;" (2) James Seari tj,*^ 

J„l «» "" vrl.no MDIrr of Ripley, West Vir K i nia ^ 

Ur ” h " rrl r.l Noah Nichols of Charleston; (4) Mali, 

Jtvina “ ho n. . lc<1 Todd Givens. Mr Dunlap, a very 
cVlhrrtnr »h‘ , n hls stocking-feet over six-foo{ ^ 

^."Ind wr^h.nfi over two-hundred fifty pound., Wat * 
farmer- planter, real estate dealer and merchant 
f^toodon and Jefferson District. Kanawha County. lf)r 
snvvears. He was acUve in church, schools, and all 
am i contributed generously to the poor and needy of th* 
*Xun.!v Hc W as an active member in the Republican P an , 
^ ’championed it* cause; he was a member all his life * 

Wethodut Episcopal Church. South. Following the death 
o* h .= beloved wife. Margie Childress In 1911, he married in 
:#U Ida Mae Barker of Charleston; to this second union oat 
Lighter was born. It is very fitting that she was na^ 
Vxgteia. Mr Dunlap passed away suddenly in Charleston. 
ftwMUy. January 5. IBM after a brief illness and was buried 
a Out Dunlap Family lot at Grace land Memorial Cemetery 
mot JUUk January 7. IBM. Over one thousand representatn* 
4 Kanawha County paid their last respects to this fine 
wMaaAag Quliiue gentleman His wife resides an the 

^ mam 


respects to lha fc* 
tie resales oa the 


h: i r 


234 


West Virginia History 


Jam. Brady and Margie Childress Dunlap had *£**£*€ 

children: (I) Myrtle Lee Dunlap^ J 1 ® 01 j ames Searl dJS 
Julian Anion Hanna of Marietta, ; Virginia- r*\ 

lap who married Velma Miller of X P e Y' . . 

Svlvia who married Noah Nichols of Charleston, (4) Mabel 
Catherine who married Todd Givens. Mr. Dunlap a very well- 
buill man standing in his stocking-feet oyer six-foot three 
inches and weighing over two-hundred fifty pounds, was a 
successful farmer, planter, real estate dealer, and merchant 
tn the Loudon and Jefferson Districts, Kanawha County, for 
m rr fifty years. He was active in church, schools, and all public 
affairs, and contributed generously to the poor and needy of the 
community. He was an active member in the Republican Party 
and championed its cause; he was a member all his life of 
ihc Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Following the death 
of hn beloved wife, Margie Childress in 1911, he married in 
1>13 Ida Mae Barker of Charleston; to this second union one 
taught ct was bom. It is very fitting that she was named 
Vtr. n.a Mr Dunlap passed away suddenly in Charleston. 
T-r:«day, January 5. 1954 after a brief illness and was buried 
m the Dunlap Family lot at Graceland Memorial Cemetery 
Ra-th. January 7, 1954. Over one thousand representative 
of Kanawha County paid their last respects to this fine 

1 hr.stian gentleman Hu wile resides on the 
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